Vol. 6, No.01 ISSN (P): 2959-2399
Summer Issue ISSN (E): 2959-2402

THE BEACON JOURNAL
2026

Maritime Centre of Excellence
MCE

HEC-Y Cat
ategory Pakistan Navy War College




Vol. 6, No.01 ISSN (P): 2959-2399
Summer Issue ISSN (E): 2959-2402

THE BEACON JOURNAL
2026

Maritime Centre of Excellence
MCE :
Pakistan Navy War College



THE BEACON JOURNAL is a peer-reviewed bi-annual research journal of the Maritime
Centre of Excellence (MCE) at Pakistan Navy War College (PNWC), Lahore. It is
recognised in the Y-Category by the Higher Education Commission of Pakistan
(HEC). It is a forum for independent research, scholarly investigation, and analysis,
encompassing national, regional, and global issues with policy relevance. It primarily
focuses on maritime security studies with a multi-disciplinary perspective. The
fundamental objective of The Beacon Journal is to publish top-quality, policy-
relevant research in an accessible manner.

COPYRIGHTS © PAKISTAN NAVY WAR COLLEGE (PNWC), 2026

All rights are reserved. No part of the content of this journal may be reproduced,
transmitted, stored, or disseminated in any form or by any means without prior
written permission from PNWC.

CONTACT DETAILS
Maritime Centre of Excellence at Pakistan Navy War College, Lahore

Naval Complex Walton, Gulberg III, Lahore, Pakistan
Tel: +92-4266960500/Ext: 60114/60234
Fax: + 92-42-99232419

Email: editor.thebeaconjournal@mcepk.org

editor.thebeaconjournal@gmail.com
Web: https://beacon.mcepk.org/index.php/ojs




SCOPE
The Beacon Journal’s research comprises a range of cross-cutting issues, including
geopolitics, national security, military and maritime strategy, warfare, maritime
security, military and emerging technologies, Blue Economy, and climate change. It
also investigates the policies and measures of international organizations and
security alliances like the UN, European Union, ASEAN, SAARC, NATO, Quad,
and AUKUS. The journal is unbound to any particular epistemological stance,
methodological framework, or theoretical paradigm. The Beacon Journal welcomes
research work from academicians, policy-makers, and scholars from all disciplines.

PEER REVIEW POLICY

All submissions to “The Beacon Journal’ are first reviewed in accordance with the
journal’s policy guidelines and later assessed by the editorial board, which decides
whether these are suitable for peer review. All research articles and book review(s)
published in The Beacon Journal are subject to an anonymous two-tiered double-
blind peer review process by external referees and members of The Beacon Journal’s
Editorial Team. The primary objective of the peer review process entails providing
the Editorial Team with the expertise they need to make an impartial, evidence-based
assessment that complies with the journal’s editorial norms. Review reports enable
authors to make necessary revisions to their paper(s) for them to be accepted for
publication. The publication in The Beacon Journal is at the discretion of the
Editorial Team.

DISCLAIMER
MCE (PNWC) makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of all the content
(information) contained in ‘The Beacon Journal.” However, the views and opinions
expressed in this publication are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect
the policy and position of MCE (PNW(C), its Executive Body, or the Editorial Team.
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EDITOR’S NOTE

It is with great pleasure that we introduce the newest edition of The Beacon Journal, the
premier academic publication of the Maritime Centre of Excellence (MCE) at the Pakistan
Navy War College (PNWC). As the global order continues to evolve, our core purpose
stays unchanged: to encourage thoughtful, rigorous inquiry into matters of security, peace
and strategy. Although our coverage spans both national and international arenas, we place
particular emphasis on the maritime realm, which remains an increasingly critical domain
for international stability.

This volume comprises ten original research papers and one book review, each offering a
distinct lens on pressing contemporary issues. All submissions underwent a stringent
double-blind peer-review process, upholding the scholarly integrity we strive for. More
than academic exercises, these works are intended to provide actionable policy insights,
effectively connecting theoretical frameworks with real-world applications. We trust this
collection will prove invaluable to researchers, students and practitioners in the policy
sphere.

The high calibre of this journal reflects the unwavering commitment of our contributors.
We are deeply thankful to the authors for their intellectual vigour and to our reviewers,
whose thoughtful evaluations greatly strengthened the final versions. Their combined
dedication enables us to retain our HEC-recognised ‘Y’ category status, a marker of our
sustained pursuit of quality.

As you delve into these pages, we hope the discussions presented here provoke fresh
thinking and offer a clearer understanding of today’s complex security landscape. At MCE,
PNWC, we remain steadfast in fostering a dialogue that is both academically enriching and
strategically meaningful.

Dr. Marriyam Siddique
Editor-In-Chief



CONTENTS

Artificial Intelligence and Marine Economy Development: 01
Insights from Pakistan
Dr Aneel Salman, Muneeb Shah

EU Strategic Autonomy: Comparing German Offshore 16
Wind and Portuguese Hydropower
Dr Ayesha Safdar, Ayesha Mirza

Indefinite Moratoria on Deep-Sea Mining: Climate 30
Necessity or Compensable Regulatory Taking?

Ogonna Beauty Ogbologu

AI-Driven Warfare: Implications for Military Strategy and 43

International Security
Dr Bilal Aslam, Wasi Ul Haq

Beyond Deterrence: India’s Naval Modernisation Instigating 58
Maritime Arms Race Spiral Model in the Indian Ocean

Region

Usama Khalid, Naseem Sabzal

Exploring Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems and 71
Maritime Terrorism: Implications for Pakistan’s Maritime

Security

Mubashar Hasan Shahid

BrahMos Incident: Inadvertent Escalation and Crisis Stability in 85
Pakistan-India Relations
Dr. Anum Riaz, Zohaib Ali Khan

Hydro-Politics and Regional Security in the Kabul River
Basin: A Regional Security Complex Theory Perspective
Maheera Munir, Ameer Abdullah Khan

98

Weaponising Plausible Deniability in International Law: 113
Examining India’s Use of Grey Zone Tactics and
Clandestine Operations

Sajal Shahid

China’s Bastion Strategy: AUKUS and Australia’s Changing 129
Geopolitical Position in the Indo-Pacific
Dr. Muhammad Shareh Qazi, Ayesha Imtiaz

Book Review — Nuclear Arms Control in South Asia: 143
Politics, Posture and Practice
Isha Hamid



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8

